
Equalisation of Pension Rights

A Supreme Court ruling on the 12th of July found the exemption written in to the Equality Act
2010 excluding same-sex partners from spousal benefits is discriminatory.

Before this ruling the Equality Act allowed for pension accrued before December 2005 to
exclude same-sex partners from spousal benefits.

Many pension schemes offer survivor benefits for spouses on the passing away of the
pension scheme member. Only since 2005 have these survivor benefits have to be provided
to same-sex partners as well. This could have meant if you had paid in to a pension from
1980 to 2010, only 5 years of the 30 years’ worth of pension could be paid to a same-sex
partner.

Some schemes did go beyond the minimum legal requirement and saw it was the right thing
to do to equalise spousal benefits for all accrued pension. This judgement now means any
pension scheme who hasn’t done this and continues the discriminatory practise will now be
breaking the law.

The schemes this will apply to will be Defined Benefit schemes such as Final Salary and
Career Average pension schemes. If you aren’t sure if this applies to you or not, your
employer’s pension administrator should be able to tell you. If you have got any further
questions please contact pensionsdept@qmb.orq.uk

It is worth noting that this decision is based on European Law and therefore is at risk when
the UK leaves the EU. It is important as across all our hard earned rights from Europe we do
not allow the UK Government to row back on our rights to curry favour with big business.
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It can be as simple as a new manager, or a new way ofworking that causes
you a problem atworkGuard againstthatday byjoinirig GMB now.GMB
membership covers you wherever you work. Only GMB members get GMB help.
IF YOU WORK YOU NEED GMB@WORK

Join now atwww.gmb.org.uk/join or fill in the form below

then hand ittoyourlocal GMB representative,or postit—simply write FREEPOST GMB on an envelope—
you don’t need a stamp or any other address details.
Ifyou have any questions contact GMB: email infogmb.org.uk or visit our website www.gmb.org.uk
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